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Purpose: The aim of this study is to comparatively examine the role of elective, general, and specialized courses in
influencing the level of academic interest among economics students at Arak University.

Methodology: The research employed two common methods in humanities studies: documentary research for
developing the theoretical framework and survey method for data collection. A structured questionnaire was designed
based on identified indicators and distributed among students. The data were analyzed using SPSS software.

Findings: The target population consisted of economics students at Arak University. A sample of 100 students was
selected for analysis.

Originality/Value: The findings indicate that specialized courses have the greatest impact on increasing students'
interest in their field of study, followed by elective courses. Conversely, general courses tend to reduce student interest.
It is recommended that the reasons for low engagement with general courses be examined, and multidimensional
strategies be implemented to improve student motivation.

Interest in the field of study, Economics students at Arak university, Multivariate regression, Questionnaire,
Cronbach's Alpha.
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Table 1- Results of Cronbach's alpha test on the scale of interest of
economics students in the field of economics.
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Table 2- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by academic year.

9l o &9l
Epme ek Jlv pew o peo e JglJle  gseme pika b pewdle pgd Jle Jol Lo
100.0 30.0 22.0 33.0 015 100 30 22 33 15

33
30

30 -
25 - 22
20 T 15 . d‘jl)ﬁ M).)
15 |l
10 -
57 o2 0/3 0/2 0/

dfdbe s b pse b el JUo

rhrazd Jls s ligSly (duoyd 9 Syl aiei -V S5
Figure 1- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by academic year.
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Table 3- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by residence status.
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Figure 2- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by residence status.
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Table 4- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by gender.
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Figure 3- Frequency and percentage distribution of respondents by gender.
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Table 5- Results of regression analysis on factors affecting interest in the field of study.
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Table 6- Regression analysis test coefficients on factors affecting the interest of economics students
at Arak University in their field of study.
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